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Institute of Access Training Australia (IATA) Courses

The launch of IATA in July has already seen the presentation of four Certificate in Access Appraisal – Buildings courses, as well as a number of half day seminars covering a range of access related topics.

The response to the 2 day Certificate in Access Appraisal - Buildings courses has been overwhelming, with more than seventy participants now having attended the courses presented to date. Several industry organisations have recognised the importance of the courses and allocated CPD points to attendees.
People from a variety of organisations including Local and State government, asset staff from hospitals and universities, building surveyors, architects, access workers, museum and recreation staff as well as commercial and disability agencies have attended. Organisations currently developing and updating Disability Action Plans have also been represented.
Feedback has been fantastic with one participant commenting that: 
‘The Certificate in Access Appraisal – Buildings course – has taken access learning to a new level, I can’t wait for the next course covering parks and outdoor spaces’.
Testimonials from other participants are also available for viewing on our website.

IATA has adopted a collaborative approach to presentation of the courses with a variety of skilled and experienced access professionals and presenters being involved in different aspects of each course.

Certificate in Access Appraisal – Buildings

2 day course plus 1 day assignment

Dates for 2008

27th and 28th October - Adelaide

24th and 25th November – Melbourne

Contact us now or check our website for details – places limited 
Paralympics

The Paralympics in Beijing has provided a much needed boost for the rights of Chinese people with a disability. The government recently ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities that guarantees ‘equal’ treatment for people with disabilities. 
There are approximately 83 million people with disabilities in China who experience discrimination and are unable to access basic services and opportunities. A law requiring that 1.5% of government jobs go to the people with disabilities has been widely ignored.  
Guide dogs remain banned in much of the country and many people with vision impairment are reluctant to use a cane for fear of the stigma associated with having a disability.  
It has been a common belief, particularly in rural areas, that a disability meant you had done something wrong in a previous life. However, the Chinese government has recently been proactive in initiating spending to improve infrastructure such as ramps, lifts, and street crossing signals.
When wheelchair user and lawyer for the Hunan Province Disabled Federation, Zhou Rong saw a report of a person with a disability gaining access to a bus, she commented, “I was so happy, I had never seen anything like that in my life.”

The Paralympics has undoubtedly done much increasing awareness of the rights and needs of people with disabilities.
Spotting Talent!

“What’s the name of number 15?”

The answer is given, the name written down and passed on.  Somewhere down the track another pair of eyes will watch number 15 for signs of the skills, attitude and endurance required to play sport at an elite level.
Talent scouts are everywhere. And now athletes with disabilities are also being spotted.

Toyota initiated a program called ‘Talent Search’ to identify competitors who could be developed in time for the Beijing Paralympics. More than 992 participants were screened through the program between March 2005 and July 2008. Eighty nine were identified as having potential for Beijing and a further 368 were identified with longer term potential. 

Mr Darren Peters, the Chief Executive of the Australian Paralympic Committee said that more than half the athletes discovered through the Toyota Talent Search Program won medals for Australia. 

“The fact that 27 athletes discovered through the program qualified for the Games and 14 won medals is a massive result,” he said. 
Du Toit competes in Paralympics and Olympics

Natalie Du Toit was the first amputee to compete at the Olympic Games, finishing 16th in a field of 25 in the 10 kilometre open water event.

At the Paralympics she also won five gold medals, matching her haul at the Athens Olympics. Du Toit and Matt Cowdrey led the individual medal tallies at the Paralympics.

Du Toit lost her left leg in a motorcycle accident in 2001, a year after narrowly failing to qualify for the Sydney Games. Her leg was amputated at the knee.

The five-time Athens Paralympic champion, who gives motivational speeches for a living, admitted she was overcome by emotion before the race and was almost choking up as she later spoke about her journey.

"For me to come to the Olympics Games has been a dream come true," Du Toit said.

Du Toit, who wears a prosthetic leg out of the water, was prompted to give open water swimming a try last year because there is less emphasis on the start and no tumble turns to worry about.  She qualified for Beijing after finishing fourth at the 10km world open water championships in Seville in May.

Du Toit admitted she had proven doubters wrong that she would never make it to sport's biggest stage, but did not consider herself a campaigner for athletes with a physical disability.

"For me it's not about being able-bodied or disabled, it's all the same to me, I get up and I race. I am not a campaigner, it's just my personal dream and my personal goal," she said.
 Oz Paralympics Medal Tally

Australia’s medal tally of 23 gold, 29 silver and 27 bronze was a major achievement.
China, the host nation, led the medals with 89 gold, 70 silver and 52 bronze.  Australia finished fifth.

“Australia did a tremendous job at the Beijing in achieving its goal of rating in the Top 5 in what was the most competitive Games on record. To have competed in 13 of the 20 sports and medalled in nine; and ranked in the Top 5 of six of those sports, including No 1 in wheelchair basketball, speaks for itself” said the Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Paralympic Committee.
 “Given that the Top Three – China, Great Britain and the USA – are the new super powers of Paralympic sport, the challenge for us is to protect and build upon our world ranking. 

“In Beijing our rankings in basketball, wheelchair rugby and rowing were top shelf, and we held our ground in others like swimming and athletics. From that we have a strong base on which to build for London” he said.
 Special Olympics

The 2008 Victorian State Winter Special Olympics will be held at the Dandenong Basketball Stadium this year when over 350 athletes are expected to participate in basketball, ten pin bowling and gymnastics competitions.

The Special Olympics is an international organisation providing year round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic type and locally popular sports for children and adults with an intellectual disability.  They are run in 170 countries and began in Victoria in 1975.  Victoria has participated in all National Games and the World Summer Games since 1987.

Did you know?

· That if the AFL had incorporated a ramp into the winner’s podium at the Grand Final injured player Trent Croad would not have struggled with his crutches on the stairs when accepting his premiership medal.
· Swimmer Matt Cowdrey was Australia’s highest medal winner at the Paralympics with five gold medals.  

· In preparing for the Paralympics, Beijing invested 600 million yuan (about 88 million U.S. dollars) to install and improve accessible facilities. 
· In Beijing, rules prohibiting large dogs in public were relaxed to allow people with vision impairment to use their guide dogs.
· Viewer reach on ABC2 went from 700,000 to 1.5m each week in the past three months. The growth comes largely as a result of the recent live coverage of the Paralympic Games. 
· The September 2012 Summer Paralympic Games and will take place in London.  There will be 1.6 million tickets for sale.
Assistance Animals Welcome

The taxi industry in the ACT has requested permission from AAA to use our Assistance Animal Welcome stickers in all taxis in the ACT. This is a fantastic initiative by the taxi industry in the ACT and we hope that other States follow suit. The taxi companies and drivers participated in a community consultation facilitated by AAA, in relation to the update of the ACT Accessible Public Transport Plan. They thought that displaying the stickers was one way that they could support people using assistance animals to feel more comfortable when using taxis. Stickers are available from AAA.
AAA and IATA Update
July to September has been a very busy time for the team. We have welcomed another new team member - Nick Linton who has more than 15 years experience in highly successful national and multinational companies. His experience has afforded him opportunities to work extensively with Architects and Interior Designers. He was the key consultant in Caroma Industries dealing with disability access issues in relation to bathroom construction and renovation as well as education of Architects and Designers.
Some of our recent work has included:
· Review of public transport access in the ACT

· Access Appraisals of parks in Melbourne
· Review of Disability Action Plan for Metro Tasmania

· Appraisal of inner city playgrounds

· Appraisal of a ‘Volcano’

· Access Appraisal of streetscapes in eastern Melbourne
· Access Appraisal of Structure Plans

· Disability Action Plans for libraries and Councils

· Review of Greensborough CoLab Project
· Certificate in Access Appraisal – Benalla and Melbourne
· Training for public transport staff

· Training for Council staff

· Mobility Map for the Botanic Gardens

Contributions
Contributions to Access News are welcome and can be emailed to AAA at any time. AAAaxs@bigpond.net.au
AAA Website

Details about services provided by AAA and IATA can be found on our website at www.accessauditsaustralia.com.au
Our site is designed to be accessible for all users. It has W3C AAA level compliance. Earlier Access News editions can be downloaded and there are also links to other relevant access related websites.

Disclaimer: Whilst every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this publication, Access Audits Australia does not accept any responsibility for inaccuracies, omission, incorrect information or action taken as a result of any advice given or information conveyed in this publication.
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